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Sacrifice or Gain?

SR AL

1995/01 —

Many people consider mission' s work as a very big sacrifice. Brothers and
sisters in my church worry for me when I came to this place and have this short
term teaching/mission trip. My mother is the one who worries the most. But I
am very thankful that I have so many people who cares for me in Christ. Many
people worry that I won' t be able to adjust to the life style here since I grew up
in the cities and never leave home to a place this far away. They worry about
the adjustment to the food. Also because the Thailand and Burma border is
closed, we have to climb a pretty long way to reach the school. (It only took us
about three and a half hours)

This mission trip is being looked at as a very hard task but every time
when I think the reasons for me to come here, I am sure that nothing is
impossible. One of my favorite verse is "nothing is impossible in God." There
are all those times when people look at one thing and say "that' s impossible"
but when God is the Lord of all then it' s easy as turning your palm. (Like the
Old Chinese saying) I am not saying that it' s very easy for me.

I did think "why did I chose to come here" along the way across the
boarder. But it was God' s grace that He helped me think of many verses in

the Bible and many encouraging Christian Songs. All those songs and verses

132 RAEARIR: HXMER

helped me to keep on going. Oh, I haven' t say the why I am welling to come
all these ways to teach a group of people that I have not much idea of. Well, it'
s very easy. It' s the most powerful driving force in christainity. It is the LOVE
of Christ. When every time I think of all that God had done for me, I have to
praise God and thank Him. What a sacrifice it was for Jesus to come and die for
us. Did he have to come down to earth and suffer through all the pain? I know
that there must be other ways for God to wash away our sins. It is love like the
Love of Jesus that drives me to do His work. I always think how can I repay
God' s love for me and the answer is to love others and share with others all
that I' ve received from Him. So leaving my secure home and come to a strange
place with pretty backward setting, is it a sacrifice? When everything that seems
to be hard to do in human terms is compared to what Jesus had to go through,
nothing can be too much a sacrifice.

Actually I gain more than lose. Coming here, I get to see God' s awesome
creations, the people, the mountains, the river, the stars, the trees, and more.
These are all that I' ve never expected when I was planning to come here. It is
wonderful to see so many kids with joyful hearts and a very great desire to hear
God' s stories. They all also like to sing very much since I came from a very
musical family, it' s more than I can ask for. I really thank God for bringing me
here. I am also thankful that there are many people who are back home praying
for me. Everything is a gift from God and I am very blessed with all that God
has given me.

"I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us."

Roman 8:18
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I am so thankful for the opportunity to be there

I A % (Willie Wang)

After High School, I applied to several colleges. The college that I
wanted to attend accepted me to start in Spring semester instead of Fall
semester. This means that I had my whole summer (starting June) until mid
January without school. When I found out that uncle Simon was looking for
teachers in his missionary school, I decided to take 3 months and go teaching
in the missionary school. It turns out to be one of the most pivotal chapters
of my spiritual journey.

Getting there is an adventure itself. I remember riding in a Toyota
4x4 with chains. The roads were muddy and quite bumpy. We have to
make many stops to dig ourselves out of the mud even with 4x4. We were
certainly without many modern conveniences that I took for granted. For
example, electricity was minimal, few hours of availability at low currents in
the evening. No heat, no hot shower. I remember taking 30 seconds showers
during November and December. There was no running water. I remember
having only 2 meals a day, with essentially a vegetarian diet. We may have
some type of minimal protein once a week. Of course, uncle Simon had a
secret stash of food and eggs that I have access to anytime I am hungry. I also

remember that I had to eat the rice very carefully because it was washed in the
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river, and there are rocks in the rice which can chip your teeth if you are not
careful. I remember being cold at night, even within my high quality sleeping
bag.

Day to day was scheduled and regulated. I remember getting up at
around 5 AM and having group devotion with uncle Simon, aunty, and other
teachers. We will then have breakfast and start teaching. The Subjects that I
taught were math, science, and English. Later in the afternoon, I remember I
recruited a younger Wa youth (probably around 5 or 6 years old) and invested
money in the tools necessary to farm the land. I am pretty sure (memory is
a bit fuzzy) he did all the dirty work like carrying dung as fertilizer to grow
vegetables, which later were sold back to the school so that he can buy shoes,
tooth brush, and candy. I went to bed pretty early since once it is dark, there
wasn't much to do. On Sunday, I remember holding bible studies, which
attendance was voluntary, with older youths.

I remember one day, it was luncad beef. That was really rare, and all
the students were extremely excited because this was special. Later on, I
asked around and wondered why we were able to have beef that meal. The
school runs a farm, as part of that farm, they raised cattle. To breed the best
cattle, you had to pick the best, biggest bull, have him breed with all the
females to get the best cattle. The rest of the bull had to be neutered. Given
where we were, the neutering process used existing tools that were available,
which consisted of taking two large bricks and smashing the testicles of
the unfortunate victim. In this specific case, the bull died in the neutering

process, hence we had beef for our meals.
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As I reflect back on my experience, God has blessed me so much through
going to the Wa tribe. I realize now how immature, prideful, and self-reliant
I was. I remember one of the staff was a pastor in training. I remember
observing him sitting in silence meditating and praying on many occasions.
As an 18 years old, I did not develop my prayer life. I thought that I was
there to make a difference, to help the Wa people; to help requires action
and activity. Now, I realize that the Wa experience was more for me than
for the Wa people. Of course, by God's grace, He may take what I had to
offer, even in my immaturity and pride, to bless the Wa people. However,
my gain was much greater than whatever insignificant contribution that I
gave. First, the Wa experience prepared me for college in ways that I could
not have imagined. I was so grateful for the opportunity to go to college, to
learn, to grow, knowing that the opportunity is precious and not everyone
gets a chance to do so. I believe this protected me from “participating in the
unfruitful deeds of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11) and truly use my opportunity
in college to learn and grow into a responsible adult. Second, I got a sense,
a taste, of what it is like “to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I
know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being
filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering in need”
(Phil 4:11-12). I definitely did not learn it to Paul's level, but I realized that
it did not require much to have joy, to live a purposeful, meaningful life. All
the materialism, pursuit of wealth are truly vanity, chasing after the wind.

Looking back, none of the inconveniences (cold shower, food, being cold
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at night, sleeping on a hard / wooden bed, being woken by various animal
sounds) really stood out. What stands out are faces, kids that I formed
friendship with; the face of one 3rd grader (I think), who died of sickness
while I was there. The young boy whom I farmed with, who had some
type skin disease all over his head and feet - my co-workers, local teachers,
uncle Simon, aunty. Investing in people, relationships, and God are what
is important, what is worthwhile. This truth - that the world is not worth
chasing, but God is - definitely impacted my selection of what to major in
college and why I work for the rest of my life. Finally, in those 3 months,
I had a chance to live closely with uncle Simon and aunty. As Paul says,
“imitate me as I imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1), there were many
areas to imitate. For example, although I was not married at the time, their
love for one another was apparent. I do not know many couples that have
the kind of marriage, love for another, and bond that they had. Next, uncle
Simon is a gifted, charismatic speaker. He is gifted with many talents and no
doubt could have been a great business leader. Yet, there is a sense, for me, of
someone whose will is broken before God. That broken will, I believe, is key
to sustaining and maintaining our relationship with God for the long-term.
It is now 20+ years after my time in Wa, and I am so thankful for the
opportunity to be there. Now that I have my own kids, I pray that God will
orchestrate opportunities for my own kids, voluntarily, when they are ready,

to learn similar lessons that were learned through my time in the Wa tribe.
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Wa Memoir and Reflections

It's been almost 25 years since I first met the students and people of
Wa. Recently, through technological advances in communications and social
media, I was fortunate to reconnect with past students and teachers who
taught at Shin Ban School. It's been a lovely reunion online and wonderful

to reconnect and see how they are doing.
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Reflecting on my time there, and 25 years later, I often wonder how
many of the students have truly come to know our Lord and Savior and how
they are doing. Have previous teachers and missionaries made an impact at
all> How is God's presence there now? Many have their own families and
children now, are they talking to their children about our Lord and allowing
the Great Commission to be a mission in their life as they tell others in
their community who are not yet believers? Can they openly share their
faith? Have their community, with access to basic necessities, education, and
healthcare, the ability to prosper and give back to the community, and their
ability to worship improved? Do they have true freedom in the knowledge of
our Lord as their personal Savior and Lord? Do they still lead a simple life
with childlike faith in the Lord?

I first went to Wa during the summer of my college years, and then
again after I graduated before starting my first job. The second time, I was
supposed to be there for half a year, but as it turned out, an unfortunate fire
burned the dormitories on the girls' side of campus along with my passport,
preventing the Thai government from renewing my visa the second time.
The Lord promises to be with those who follow Him, and I surely felt His
presence both times I went. The first time I went as a teacher, but came
back also a student. The second time I went, I saw adversity from the Lord's
enemy and multiple challenges; but in hindsight, saw His protection despite
those circumstances. Through my experiences, I grew to know and have a

heart for missions and education, since knowledge and understanding of the

214 & AR LI FER

Lord requires both education and faith, so people can learn about God on
their own and make their own personal choice as He willed.

25 years later, it is comforting and amazing to see the strong faith in
the Lord of some of the students I taught and got to know. It is great to
see many of them doing well. Some unfortunately have still yet to receive
Him as their personal Savior, but have peace in other religions and with
their families. But a person with good deeds alone cannot be united with a
pure and holy God, without the saving grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ who
intercedes for us. I pray that the students will continue to seek the truth and
come to know the true peace and righteousness that can come from the only
true God, and brothers and sisters in Christ will be able to shine a light to
the rest of Wa. May those who seek, find Him. Many seem to not be able
to spend much time with their spouses and children either. May they come
to understand the family unit as God intended and enjoy them. May His
presence, love, peace, and joy be everlasting in the hearts of those students
and their families, for those who continue to follow Him in faith. May
believers have the courage, strength, fellowship, and unity to help share the
Gospel of our Lord's amazing grace and love to others who have yet to know.
May they come to realize that true prosperity is not in success or material

possessions alone, but in possessing Him in their lives.
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